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Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Event 


INTRODUCTION 


If you commit a crime, time is on your side. Time is almost always 
the enemy of investigation. Evidence deteriorates or is misplaced, 
accidentally or deliberately. Witnesses move away, forget, or pass 
on. Time makes it less likely anyone will care to dig for the truth. 


In opposition to this concept, the law recognizes a principle in 
crimes such as murder called “inevitability of discovery.” Nothing 
is ever truly lost or hidden when it comes to very significant events. 
Hopefully, this may be true of all UFO Crash Retrievals. Certainly, 
the Retrieval aspect implies there must be witnesses somewhere 
even if they are restricted by governmental regulations. But what 
about witnesses from the communities nearest the Crash? If a UFO 
crashes and is secretly recovered by the military, and various aspects 
of the recovery operation are witnessed by credible members of the 
surrounding community, how can it be said the event never hap- 
pened? 


This story has been called the Elk River UFO Crash or the Westport 
Crash Retrieval Event. The primary event occurred on Sunday night, 
November 25, 1979, at about 10:50 PM in the vicinity of the Elk 
River Bridge! on SR-105 about 4 miles out from Westport in Grays 
Harbor County in Washington State. 


—— eee E—E————————E eee 


' Also known as the Bay City Bridge on State Route 105 about 4 miles east 
of Westport, Washington. 
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Figure 1 Map of Washington State 
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The way I became aware of the Westport Crash Retrieval Event, or 
the Elk River UFO Crash, is a reminder of what may be going on all 
around us at any time, extraordinary events unfolding that escape our 
scrutiny because we are distracted by the mundane. 


On the southwest coast of Washington State, Westport is about 26 
miles from Aberdeen where I completed a 20-year career as a police 
officer. In 1979, I was a rookie patrolman who didn’t see much 
daylight. I also didn’t read the local newspaper. Had I done so on 
November 26, 1979, I would have seen this intriguing headline: 
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Figure 2 Aberdeen Daily World Nov. 26, 1979 


The headline would have inevitably lured me to investigate except 
that in 1979, I was reluctant to reveal my life-long interest in UFOs 
to my fellow officers. 


Almost 35 years of my work has been related to investigations 
mostly in the criminal justice field. I have held several titles in my 
working life: military police investigator, reserve deputy sheriff, 
correctional officer, police officer, patrol sergeant, detective sergeant, 
child abuse detective, and then state fraud investigator for the last 
decade of my professional working career. 


The same drive that made me an effective investigator has also 
drawn me to deeper questions. The more evidence there is that some- 
thing has been hidden, the more J want to have the explanation or 
the reason why. What doesn’t fit, or what is missing, or what no one 
wants to talk about, is what fascinates me the most. 
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When I was 13 years old, I heard a radio program where John G. 
Fuller described the now famous UFO encounters of police officers 
and citizens from Exeter, New Hampshire.’ 


I remained fascinated about everything related to UFOs and the 
taboos surrounding the subject. I knew there was something much 
deeper and more significant than the facile explanations of weather 
balloons and swamp gas. My desire for the truth about UFOs predat- 
ed and then paralleled my work as a career investigator. 


Something always drew me back to the Mystery of UFOs — why so 
many credible people have experiences with the Incredible, and why 
those experiences are then ridiculed, ignored, and dismissed. More 
to the point, what would it mean if human beings are not the most 
intelligent life form in the universe? 


This book is about one particular UFO event, but it is significant 
because it illustrates so well what has happened in other UFO Crash 
Retrieval Events. This exploration of the Westport UFO Crash 
Retrieval will hopefully paint the picture of the crash of a mysterious 
object, a military covert response, and demonstrate how it is possible 
to glimpse the truth behind rumor and official denial. 


What follows is what I discovered when I explored events that 
began at about 2250 hours on Sunday, November 25, 1979, when an 
unknown object descended from the skies over Grays Harbor County 
on the southwest coast of Washington State and crashed in the forest 
south of the Elk River Bridge on SR 105.3 


———————————————— eee 


? Incident at Exeter by John G. Fuller, Putnam Publishing, 1966. 
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Many of the locations in Grays Harbor County in Washington State 
are very rural and less developed than those cities on the Interstate 
5 corridor such as Tacoma and Seattle. The people in the law 
enforcement community identified in this book were friends and 
professionals I knew over my 20-year career as an Aberdeen, WA 
Police Officer. 


In law enforcement when you say that you trust another officer it 
means more than perhaps in many jobs because of the danger that 
always lurks in the background of every traffic stop or burglary in 
progress call. You must trust each other; you must be able to rely on 
what your fellow officers tell you. Please keep that in mind when 
you learn what these officers had to relate about the mysterious 
visitor that crashed in the slough by the Elk River Bridge on that 
Sunday night at the end of the Thanksgiving weekend, on November 
25, 1979. 


3 According to historical weather data, the visibility at Westport, WA between 
10 and 11 pm on November 25, 1979, was 5 miles and the temperature was 
41.9 degrees. It was 30-30.9 degrees at Bowerman Airfield in Hoquiam with 
2 to 4 miles’ visibility and some fog. 
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THE INVESTIGATION BEGINS 


For almost 8 years, I was unaware of the Westport Crash though 
it happened less than 30 miles from Aberdeen where I lived and 
worked. It was 1987 before I was established enough in the law 
enforcement community to openly debate the subject of UFOs. It 
was a matter of building trust. I had to accept the kidding about 
“little green men” and then respond with facts. 


This approach prompted my fellow officers to describe what they 
had experienced or learned from others about UFOs. Outside of the 
law enforcement community, the deputies, and police officers I knew 
would say nothing to make anyone suspect they might hold uncon- 
ventional opinions or that they knew “someone reliable who saw 
something.” That’s when I began hearing that “something crashed in 
the woods by Westport.” 


The initial Crash story lacked a date or definite witnesses; it was a 
story repeated by several officers when the subject of UFOs arose. 
The accounts focused on the Andrews Creek / Elk River area outside 
of Westport. The Crash happened in 1979. The accounts included a 
military response — the cordoning of the logging roads leading into 
the site, covert removal, and official denial. There were also rumors 
of “Tittle bodies” and other details that sounded as if they were 
liberally drawn from the UFO crash of 1947 in Roswell, NM. 
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SERGENT LARRY SWEET 


On April 14, 1987, I interviewed Sergeant Larry Sweet from the 
Grays Harbor County Jail. I knew him from turning over prisoners at 
the jail, but by reputation, Larry was dependable and calm. He lived 
in the Westport area most of his life, and now that he has retired 
from over 20 years’ service with the Sheriff's office, he still lives in 
the area. 
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Figure 3 Vicinity Map with Crash Area 


The fishermen and loggers of Grays Harbor County, especially in the 
South Beach area, work hard and play rough. Their personal fortunes 
rise or fall depending on whether the fishing is good or if the timber 
industry is boom or bust this year. 
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In 1979 Larry Sweet worked as a shake-block cutter. If you were 
strong, you could make decent wages logging or cutting shake 
blocks when the fishing wasn’t quite as good. He remembered 
what happened when he tried to go to his work site in the woods on 
Monday about 8 hours after the Crash on November 26, 1979. 


The logging roads were blocked by military jeeps and soldiers. He 
commented he wasn’t sure if they were regular soldiers or MP’s. He 
recalled seeing olive-drab vehicles including semi-vans. He believes 
they left in the middle of the night. His account is particularly valu- 
able because he stated he spoke with one of the guards blocking the 
access roads. The guard stated, “Maneuvers are going on and the 
public is being kept out for their own safety.” 


He also knew the rumors that flew around the communities of 
Westport and Grayland at the time of the crash, that something had 
crashed and burned up, that some people had “snuck into the area 
and got close.” 
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THE MYSTERIOUS SGT... ROBERTSON 


My next interview provided a wealth of information but raised more 
questions; I interviewed one of the most professional and well-liked 
supervisors, Sgt. Robbie Robertson from the Sheriff’s Office. Al- 
though friendly and easy-going there was a deeper side to the man: 
he was a former Naval Intelligence Officer who worked with the 
SEAL Teams in Vietnam, and he was still in the reserves for Coast 
Guard Intelligence when I met him in 1979. 


Law enforcement supervisors seem to come in two varieties: those 
who will do just about anything to further their own career and those 
who lead by serving the public and their officers. Robbie was one of 
the latter. In 1979 there were no 911 call centers; each agency had its 
own dispatchers and radio procedures were sometimes loose. I re- 
member the night Sergeant Robbie read The Night before Christmas 
over the county channel at midnight on Christmas Eve. The Sheriff 
‘chastised him, but I don’t think it bothered him much. 


Robertson took a direct interest in the November 25, 1979 Crash by 
Elk River. He pointed out that the descriptions of the crashed object 
varied, but there was no doubt it was a locally spectacular event.* 


‘It should be noted I also interviewed Sally Desmarteau who also recalled 
the Aberdeen Police lines “lit up” the night of the Crash. This was also 
confirmed by the dispatchers I knew at the Grays Harbor County Sheriff’s 
Office. Unfortunately, too many years had elapsed since the event; the 
dispatch records had been “purged.” 
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These are some of the descriptions he recalled the night the dispatch 
center was flooded with calls: 


¢ Small Plane 

* Much Larger Plane 

* Round, Disc-shaped Object 

* Reports of a Falling, Smoking Object 
* Reports of a “Ball of Fire.” 


* Some said it had propellers; some said it did not. 


At the time there was a club for four-wheel drive enthusiasts in 
Westport. Sgt. Robertson asked them to conduct an “unofficial 
search.” It is important to note this search effort did not commence 
until three to four days after the Crash. 


The searchers did not find the military. They did find numerous 
people who claimed to have been stopped by men in camouflage uni- 
forms. Some people claimed to have been turned away at gunpoint. 
There were no reports of any large numbers of troops on the logging 
roads, just “two” or “several.” 


Sergeant Robertson believed the entire incident was a SEAL 
maneuver and the object was in fact a Huey Helicopter firing up 

its turbines. He was skeptical about the theory that something had 
crashed and been recovered, but he had no evidence or testimony to 
disprove it. He pointed out that SEALS work on secret missions for 
any agency. They are supposed to be able to respond 4-6 hours to 
anywhere in the coastal U.S. They are trained for rescuing occupants 


10 


Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Event 


of water-downed aircraft. 


He moved away from Grays Harbor several years after the Crash. I 
found out he had retired as the Chief of Police for Annapolis, MD.° 
I wrote an introductory letter and sent it via the Maryland Chiefs of 
Police Association. An executive secretary sent the letter to him. I 
did not receive a response. 


Just before this book was sent to the printer, I located Robbie Rob- 
ertson, now almost 70 years old living in California. After reminisc- 
ing about how he got into trouble for using a law enforcement radio 
band to spread some cheer amongst the on-duty officers and deputies 
on Christmas Eve, we started talking about the events of November 
25, 1979 and the days that followed. 


Robbie also corrected me on his military experience. I had thought 
that he had been a Navy SEAL because he knew so much about their 
operations. Robbie said, “7 was plagued with the rumors that I was 
Navy SEAL, but the record needs to be cleared. I was not a SEAL 
and never claimed to be! I was Navy Intel, LTJG, and was operating 
with the CIA in Operation Phoenix in Vietnam with a CAT (Covert 
Action Team - SOG-MACV). SEALs from several different Teams 
worked with my CAT on many occasions, but I was NOT a SEAL!” 


> See online article from www.HometownAnnapolis.com titled “US Naval 
Academy — A City within the Walls” by staff writer Stacey Danzuso, 
copyright April 26, 2000, The Capital, Annapolis, MD. Police Chief Robbie 
Robertson appears in a group photo near the end of the article. 
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Here is what he most vividly recalled: 


“As you reminded me on the phone, people stormed the 
Westport PD Dispatch with claims of seeing something. I’m 
sorry Jim, I honestly do not recall explicit details of the initial 
report. However, I clearly remember the speculation that 
followed! Within a few hours of the sightings someone said 
that they saw men in camo-uniforms going into the woods, I 
believe they said, “west of Ocosta.”’ As you know, that is wild 
country back there. It goes uninhabited and mostly unex- 
plored all the way to the Weyerhaeuser Tree Farm and into 
the Willapa Bay estuary in Pacific County. 


“It so happens that at the time I lived on a short road, or 
street, in Ocosta, between Markham and Bay City. The road 
went ‘west’ (I think) beyond my A-frame and into, you guessea 
it - the eastern side of the Weyerhaeuser Tree Farm. So, being 
the intrepid deputy that I was, I explored the area beyond my 
house as far as I could get in my little Chevy Pickup. 


“ 


im, I did not find a smoking gun; however, listen to this: I 
had coffee with two good friends at a little cafe in Westport 
the next day - Monday, I believe and much to my surprise, six 
U.S. Navy SEALS, in full BDU’s came in and took a table. I 
did not approach them, but my friends and I could not help 
but notice that the SEALs were markedly guarded in their 
chatter. They, the Naval Special Warfare men, outlasted me 
in the coffee drinking; I got a call from dispatch, assigning 
me to locate, Oh, yes - an abandoned baby Harbor Seal (go 
figure, a seal). 
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“As you probably know, Point Grenville, just inside the 
Quinault Nation property around Moclips, has a long ago 
abandoned LORAN Station. The old block buildings that once 
housed the antiquated tube type electronics are still standing 
as far as I know. Also, at Point Grenville one can find a small 
concrete square in the ground by the cliffs with a plaque in 

it that reads something like this, ‘Navy SEAL Team 13 was 
here.’ 


“By the way, thank you for the really nice write up. I doubt 
that I deserve the kind words, but thanks anyway.” 


(Judging by the respect he had from the road deputies and the police 
in Grays Harbor County, I have to disagree.) It is worth noting that 
there would be no logical, normal reason for a Navy SEAL team 

to be having a casual lunch in Westport, let alone the day after an 
unknown object had crashed in the marshy area south of the bridge 
into Westport. There are no records of the military ever returning 

to the Westport area for any reason since their investigation of the 
Crashed UFO. 


My experience as an investigator tells me there are no co-incidences, 
only unexplained connections between circumstances. 


Although Robbie didn’t recall all the details of our discussion in 
1986, it is important to note he pointed out that the SEALs may have 
many types of missions including being deployed as first-responders 
whenever a classified aircraft of any type goes down in the water. 


13 


Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Event 


MORE WITNESSES ARE IDENTIFIED 


In 1987, Don Johnson, the MUFON State Director, and Robert 
Gribble, the retired Seattle firefighter who had created the National 
UFO Reporting Center® passed on the names of people who had 
called NUFORC right after the Crash. This list included Larry Lake 
and Bert Dinius as local witnesses, and John Dodge, a reporter from 
the Aberdeen Daily World. 


I also met Sandra White, the widow of a Westport fishing boat 
captain. She recalled an unusual conversation with four of her hus- 
band’s former crew members on December 12, 1979, four days after 
her husband had died. The subject of the Crash came up and she 
learned they had tried to get into the area with their 4x4s right after it 
happened. They were stopped by soldiers who politely turned them 
around. 


She described her husband’s crew as “rowdy young men” who 
weren’t likely to accept being told not to enter an area where they 
had poached deer and partied for years. 


The maze of half-overgrown logging roads was just about literally 
their backyard. 


Not long before this investigation Robert Gribble helped me to join 
MUFON. I called the NUFORC phone number I had originally seen on a 
business card under the Plexi-glass desk cover in front of the Military Police 
Desk Sergeant at Fort Lewis: (206) 722-3000 
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The young men told Mrs. White they tried to sneak back into the 
area at night on foot, but they were caught almost immediately. She 
emphasized how surprised they were at being caught so easily. This 
time they were told it “would be their responsibility if something 
happened.” The soldiers were armed with submachine guns and side 
arms. The man who did the talking wore a cap while the others wore 
helmets. 


Sandra White added that about four months later she spoke with a 
man named Kerry Broten who worked with her at Coastal Oyster 

Company. He had been living in a rental house and he claimed he 
had seen something “oblong with rounded ends” suspended from 
a large military helicopter with twin rotors. The suspended object 

being flown out of the area was described as large with a covering 
over the top with a “highly reflective bottom.” 


(Unfortunately, Mr. Broten did not want to be interviewed by a UFO 
researcher who was also an Aberdeen cop.) 


LARRY LAKE 


Larry Lake was a reluctant witness, but not initially. On November 
25, 1979, at 2256 hours Mr. Lake telephoned the Westport Police 
Department and reported: 


He was just returning from Aberdeen, coming over the Elk River 


15 


Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Event 


Bridge, when a bright light came from his right, crossed over the 
bridge and headed towards the mud flats. 


Lake saw what appeared to be an explosion (the bright light resem- 
bled a landing light), had rolled down his window and didn’t hear 
any noise. 


The police log goes on to state the call was referred to a Deputy 
Sheriff since it occurred in the county. It ends with a statement that 
there no reports of missing aircraft. 


Burt Dinius, a well-known painter of scenes of the Old West, also 
had taken a great interest in the mysterious crash. He contacted 
retired Westport Police Chief John Regan who provided a copy 
of the police journal. At the time of the Crash, Larry Lake was an 
employee of Burt Dinius at the Westport Shipyard. 


Despite knowing each other well, Larry Lake told his boss he could 
not talk about the Crash because “he was told by government people 
to say nothing.” Mr. Lake declined my interview. 


On June 10, 1987, Bert Dinius called to report he had at least gotten 
Larry Lake to state he believed the object that crashed had landed in 
the Elk River drainage. Lake mentioned Gordon Graham and Darryl 
Graham as possible witnesses. He told his former boss he had also 
heard there had been military police checkpoints on the roads lead- 
ing into the Elk River area. According to Bert Dinius, Larry Lake 
had decided to speak with him because he had watched a Seattle TV 
program called Town Meeting about UFOs and he became angry 
after he listened to a debunker. 
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I went to Mr. Dinius’ home and I was overwhelmed by the quality 
of the oil paintings in his studio. But we weren’t there long. He had 
his fishing partner named Ed, a retired Yakima cop, drive us out on 
the logging roads across the slough from the Elk River Bridge. The 
closest we came to what may have been the crash site was a large 
irregular-shaped oval area of scrub alder in the middle of a carefully 
replanted hillside. Unfortunately, this is not quite proof that we were 
standing on the crash site. 
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Figure 4 Westport Police Log- Lake report 
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Approximate 
Object Path 


Figure 5 Elk River Bridge west bound towards Westport 
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Figure 6 Donald Betts Diagram 
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DONALD BETTS 


On June 14, 1987, Donald Betts, a 67-year-old area resident com- 
pleted a MUFON sighting report at my request. He was driving from 
Westport to Aberdeen. He described seeing what he thought was a 
“falling meteor very bright” and then added he believed he had seen 
“an object, possibly a satellite” and it ‘‘came down in the woods up 


Elk River and crashed.’ 
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Donald Betts was given a copy of 
an aerial photo and asked to 
estimate where the UFO crashed. 
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Figure 7 Donald Betts Crash Location Estimate 
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DEP. PAUL WENZEL AND HIS SON 


While speaking to the local law enforcement officers, I learned the 
18-year-old son of resident Deputy Wenzel, had been sitting home 
watching TV in his Westport residence when he looked out the front 
window of his home and saw something extraordinary on Sunday 
night, November 25, 1979. 


Wenzel’s son reported seeing “an unknown-shaped object with 

a large red tail coming down, out of power, falling.’ Not long 
afterwards | interviewed a witness who lived 20 miles away and her 
description included a similar perception — the unknown object was 


falling and out of power. 


NEWS ARTICLE SUMMARIES 


The Library Archives provided more leads — The Aberdeen Branch 
of the Timberland Library provided copies of five newspaper articles 
all related to the events beginning on November 25, 1979: 


1. November 26, 1979 — UFO Wreckage in Elk River? By 
Reporter John Dodge on Page | story about initial report; sev- 
eral witnesses observe object arrive and explode on impact. 
No aircraft reported missing. 
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ps, November 27, 1979 — Air Force Interested in UFO No 
byline. Scott AFB in Illinois declared search official because 
of ‘so many sightings in the area.” Identifies witness Estella 
Krussel of Central Park who gave detailed account. Article 
identifies motorist witnesses Mrs. Ralph Case in Central Park 
and Ernest Hayes in Elma reporting. Mrs. Case reports one 
side of the object was on fire. 


3. November 28, 1979 — Search Called Off for UFO by Bryn 
Beorse. Search by Civil Air Patrol yields no results. ‘“Heli- 
copter exhaust flame” promoted as explanation. Confirmation 
of no missing aircraft, military or civilian. 


4, November 29, 1979 — More UFO Sightings Here and in 
Centralia by Bryn Beorse. Radio KITI of Centralia reports 
receiving report of large, slow moving illuminated UFO 
with lots of lights.’ Helicopters exhaust theory with addition, 
landing lights on, repeated and then refuted by military and 
civilian pilots. Claim that it may have been a Perseid meteor; 
refuted by college astronomy instructor. 


5. December 14, 1979 — UFO rumors abound, but very little 
else. By Betty Butler. Brief restatement of story and then 
denial by military. 


7 During my interview of Estella Krussel stated she was called by a radio 
station a few days after her UFO sighting. She told a family member who 
reported her sighting to the Grays Harbor County Sheriff’s Office. Reporter 
John Dodge obtained her information from the Sheriff’s Office, and 
presumably, Radio KITI in Centralia contacted Ms. Krussel who related 
her story. 
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In the second article, Mrs. Ralph Case was identified as a passenger 
with her husband driving westbound on State Route 12 by Central 
Park about 4 miles east of Aberdeen and about 20 air miles from the 
estimated impact area. She observed what she thought was a plane 
with one side on fire. The fiery object arrived from behind them and 
passed through her field of view and was last seen headed in the 
direction of Westport. She reported her sighting at about 2250 hours 
to air traffic control at Bowerman air-field in Hoquiam, the city 
adjacent to Aberdeen to the west. 


Emest Hayes of Aberdeen was also driving westbound on State 
Route 12 by Elma, WA; some 20 miles east of Aberdeen, observed a 
very bright green flash pass overhead. He reported his sighting to the 
county sheriff dispatcher at about 2300 hours. 
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Figure 8 Witness Distance to Crash 
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ESTELEA KRUSSEL 


The second Aberdeen Daily World article also led me to a key wit- 
ness, Estella Krussel, who paid close attention to the strange object 
that passed over her home on that Sunday night in November 1979. 
She was 64 years old when I interviewed her in April 1987. I went to 
her Central Park home and she sat in the same chair across from her 
TV in front of the large west-facing windows where she observed 
the UFO. 


I went through her recollection of events three times: after chatting 
with her, she related what she observed, a second time where I took 
notes, and then a third time when I typed what she described. 


She was watching the movie Oh God! And she didn’t get to see the 
last few minutes because she went to the window to get a better look 
at the spectacle outside. 


She observed an unknown aircraft pass over her home; she thought 
it was something like a passenger airliner because of the illuminated 
windows. It had a cigar shape, bigger in the front and narrower 
towards the back. An intense blue-white light was shining from each 
of the windows. It glided overhead and she remarked, “It was out of 
power.” 


The UFO passed from high and to the right in the picture window, 
from the northeast and when it went out of view it went out of view 
lower and to the left, to the southwest. After the sighting she reported 
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what she had seen to her family. She believed the event lasted for 
almost a minute. 


When I interview witnesses I pay close attention to eye contact 
and the emotional tone of their voices when they recall key events. 
Estella Krussel was clearly awestruck by the strange aircraft that 
glided over her home. She was 57 years old in 1979. She was also 
credible and articulate. 


She could be sworn in as a witness in any court. 


When we were done with her statement, she added, ‘J knew they 
were in trouble.” The way she said it, I felt as if she had paid such 
close attention to the UFO she was somehow mentally linked to it. 


In the Eighties I also lived in Central Park located about 4 miles east 
of Aberdeen. I agree with Estella Krussel about the appearance of 
normal aircraft in the night sky. 


Helicopters and small planes were seen routinely day and night in 
the vicinity. Bowerman Airfield in Hoquiam is also an emergency 
airfield for McCord Air Force Base. A normal aircraft passing over- 
head at night would not attract any attention. 


(I asked my daughter Carolyn, an art major, to study Estella Krus- 
sel’s statement and attempt to reconstruct what she observed for the 
included illustration.) 
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Figure 9 Artist's reconstruction Krussel UFO 
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GORDON & LANCE GRAHAM 


On May 18, 1987, I interviewed Gordon Graham at his home. He 
heard about the Crash from Donald Betts. Since he had worked 

in the woods in the area for many years, after hearing about the 
Crash he tried to drive into the area from Grayland and was “turned 
around” at a military checkpoint. He recognized the Harnden boys 
leaving the area as he was trying to enter. This was 3 to 4 days after 
the Crash. 


Gordon Graham gave details about the local geography. He stated 
he drove to the bridge over the Elk River and then went about three 
quarters of a mile beyond to what was known as the Elk River log- 
ging camp. In his written statement Gordon Graham described what 
happened when he arrived at the old logging camp: “Everybody 
knows it as the Elk River Logging Camp. I saw four military weap- 
ons carriers. There were at least ten soldiers there. They had the 
road blocked. They told us to get out of there. They didnt say it very 
politely either.” 


I visited the area described by Gordon Graham. The wooden bridge 
has been replaced with concrete. However, many of the old logging 
roads have been blocked off permanently by the Department of 
Natural Resources as part of establishing a Natural Resources Con- 
servation Area (4,362 acres). 


Exactly three quarters of a mile beyond the bridge is a location that 
would be ideal for a checkpoint if your goal was to block access to 
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Figure 10 Elk River Bridge on A-Line Logging Road 


the entire area. Three roads converge at one point. 


The entire area has been logged repeatedly over time. There are still 
a few old growth cedar stumps over six feet in diameter. A century 
ago, the logs were removed by rail and then floated down the Elk 
River. When the railroads were gone the area was networked with 
numerous temporary and some permanent logging roads. 


About one month after I interviewed Gordon Graham, one of his 
sons, Lance Graham, called me with additional information. He 
recalled being in John’s River Lodge, a tavern on SR 105 nearest 
John’s River Road and the entrance to the logging roads leading into 
the Elk River area from the north. He said someone came into 
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the tavern and told everyone “Something had crashed, and the 
military was up there.” 


He claimed he went out looking but found nothing. 


Then he added not long after he observed “some sort of helicopter 
carrying something beneath it,’’ but he did not have any more details 
when I pressed him. Lance Graham was not the only area resident 
who talked about unusual military helicopter activity. 


Figure 11 Possible location of checkpoint .75 miles from bridge 


28 


Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Event 


HENRY & ANDY HARNDEN & OTHERS 


Henry Harnden, 52 years old in 1987, was another area resident who 
claimed he was “threatened and run out of the area by troops.” He 
added he spoke with one of the soldiers who identified himself as 
part of a “special division from Georgia.” 


Mr. Harnden was also one of the first people I contacted who iden- 
tified “Tuffy” Miller as a key witness. He said Tuffy went to school 
with his son, Andy. He claimed Tuffy Miller discovered the object 

first, bragged to every-one, and then wouldn’t talk about it again. 


A week later, on May 13, 1987, I spoke with his son, Andy Harnden 
who was 23 years old then. His recollection was much more specific; 
on Wednesday of the week after the Crash (November 28, 1979), he 
tried to get into the area twice. Both times he was not only stopped 
but the soldiers insisted upon searching his pickup truck. He also 
said one of the soldiers claimed to be part of a special unit from 
Georgia. 


The second time one of the soldiers made a call on a radio and then 
he was told they would shoot him if he came back. 


On Thursday or Friday, he recalled seeing two military “sky cranes” 
flying over his house headed for the Crash area at about 5:00 PM. 
The next morning, he went into the area with two of his friends in 
their pickup trucks. The military was gone, and the roads were open. 
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According to Andy Harnden, he went to Ocosta High School with 
Tuffy Miller. Tuffy was out of school for seven days at the time of 
the Crash. When he came back, Andy asked him about the Crash 
because everyone was talking about it. 


Tuffy Miller told him, “You’// read about it. I cant talk about it. It’s 
really something.” Tuffy claimed he shot a roll of film, but “they 
stole my g-damned camera!” 


Miller’s family ran a gravel pit. Supposedly the gravel pit was not 
far from the Crash site. Further, the Miller family was described as 
having money problems until this event. Miller’s family bought a 
new pickup truck and a brand-new gravel truck at about the same 
time as the Crash. 


On June 1, 1987, I spoke with a relative of Mr. Miller, Lavonne 
Willis. She referred to him as Kenny. She stated, ‘He was telling 
everyone about it, and then he would not say anything.” 


She was also aware Don Betts had seen the object descend and crash 
south of the Bay City Bridge. But what her son, Shannon reported 
may help to paint the details of just how seriously this event was 
being taken by military officials. 


Her son lived on Seacrest Lane near the Westport State Park. 
Around the same date as the Crash her son watched an unmarked 
official-looking sedan pull up to a telephone booth near his home. 
He watched a man who looked to be a high-ranking officer use the 
telephone briefly and then depart. 


The point of this anecdote is that he never observed anyone like that 
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before or since; these types of statements help corroborate the larger 
reconstruction of what occurred after the Crash. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO “TUFFY” MILLER? 


The city of Westport and the surrounding unincorporated communi- 
ties of Grayland, Ocosta, Markham and Bay City may be generally 
described as close-knit and places where a few of the young people 
grow and move away, but many graduate from high school together 
and then live in the same area for years, working the timber or 
fishing jobs. This was certainly borne out by this investigation, and 
reflected in the community culture of Aberdeen where I worked 20 
years as a police officer. 


For some reason not yet revealed, Ken “Tuffy” Miller was identified 
repeatedly as the witness who knew the most about the Westport 
UFO Crash. The story varied slightly, but always focused on the 
gravel pit run by his family near the Crash, and how Tuffy got into 
the area first and actually saw the object. In one version he photo- 
graphed it and then had his camera taken away by the military. 


I wish I had the answer; I don’t. I attempted to interview Ken Miller 
after having spoken with his friends and relatives in the community. 
His answer in 1987 was, “J didnt go up there. I did not see it, and I 
don't know why anyone would use my name.” 


I called him at the same telephone number, and spoke with his wife. 
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She stated he was away and sometimes she works 6 to 7 days a 
week. She recalled the Crash and she promised to ask him if he had 
anything else to tell me after so much time had gone by. 


Using the power of the internet I located a reference to Ken Miller 
from the same area listed as working as a contractor for the Army 
Corps of Engineers. This may explain how I arrived at the situation 
where Tuffy’s friends and relatives claim he knew all about the 
Crash of the UFO, but when confronted he claims to have no 
knowledge of it. 
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JET HELICOPTER EXHAUST? 


The prevailing official explanation for the Westport UFO Crash 

at the time was a faulty exhaust on a helicopter whose pilot may 
have accidentally left the landing light on. Bill Langford, the Grays 
Harbor County Emergency Services Director, was quick to report 
he had a theory given with the blessing of the Civil Air Patrol — 
Helicopter, Hughes 500 or Bell Jet Ranger have “powerful landing 
lights,” and “fiery exhaust flame from a stack 4-5 inches across.” 


It turned out Army and commercial pilots disputed the official ex- 
planation. Army helicopter pilot Warrant Officer Clarence Hendricks 
stated, “Exhaust glow is minor in flight.” Lee Hayman, Washington 
Helicopter Service stated succinctly, “There are few commercial 

flights in the area; no exhaust seen. The craft appear dark and 
don’t have exhaust glow.” 


I had a lengthy discussion with Budd Carroll an experienced pilot 
with the Washington Helicopter Service. I asked him to theorize 
about how a helicopter could emit fire and would allow the helicop- 
ter to keep flying for over 30 miles, attracting attention along the 
way. Mr. Carroll said the only thing he could think of was turbine 
oil, but it is manufactured to have a high ignition point (800 degrees 
F). He was quick to point out, “The turbine runs on 3 to 4 quarts. If 
you lost very much at all, you wont be in the air long.” 


As a patrol officer with a need to watch the skies, I have been out- 
doors for many hours, and I’ve looked at helicopters and other aircraft 
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flying in the vicinity of Grays Harbor. I have never seen a helicopter 
flying at night where there was any question about what I was 
seeing. I have also stood by when patients were evacuated by heli- 
copter from the local hospital. 


I went through the entire presentation of the Westport Crash with 
a friend who pilots intercontinental passenger jets. He stated the 
Helicopter Theory made no sense, and he also added anything that 
burned that visibly wouldn’t stay in the air that long. 


It is possible Bill Langford, the Grays Harbor County Emergency 
Services Director, was pressured to concoct a quick conventional 
explanation for the Crash. It is equally possible he wanted to quell 
the growing public curiosity about the mysterious flaming object 
that crossed over most of the county and ended its descent by the Elk 
River. As is often the case in UFO events where there is extensive 
public attention, the explanation offered by the authorities ends up 
looking like a cheap band aid on an active toddler. 
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OFFICER FRED BRADSHAW & THE CONVOY 


On June 22, 1987, I interviewed Elma Police Officer Fred Bradshaw 
at his residence. He referred to his notes from the time of the Crash. 
He was very interested in the Crash and kept written notes. He 
recalled it had occurred on a Sunday night in 1979. 


Two to three days after the Crash he was off duty with his family on 
SR 105 near the Ocosta Bargain Barn headed for Aberdeen. (Tues- 
day or Wednesday, November 27 or 28, 1979) 


He observed an Army “/ow boy truck with a boom,” two “Deuce 
and half’s,” and two jeeps headed towards the Grayland area. He 
stated the low-boy truck had a white star and numbers on the door. 


He had never seen military vehicles on the highway before in the 
area. His observation of the military convoy also stood out in his 
mind because he had heard of the reports at the Sheriff’s Office and 
the Elma Police Department of people reporting the roads blocked 
by the military in the area of Elk River. 
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ALAN RAMMER SEES THE OTHER 
SEARCH PARTY 


The Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Investigation would have 
remained a two-inch thick file folder in a drawer. In 1987 I was a 
full-time police officer and a father with small children. Don John- 
son, the State Director who offered help, left the State. | was going 
through my own personal struggles, balancing law enforcement with 
home and family, and trying to find time for other interests. 


I fell into one of the traps faced by all investigators —I quit too soon. 


The Latin root of investigation is investigare meaning to follow 

a path or trail. There is a critical difference between letting the 
evidence guide you to a reasonable conclusion and deciding to go 
no further because you have become weary or distracted by a con- 
venient explanation. Apathy may be the worst form of corruption; 
it is when you are investigating anything — a murder, a fatal traffic 
accident, or a crashed UFO certainly. 


There was one more witness, one who had reported other UFOs and 
they arrived the night after the Crash. In 2008 when I reviewed all 
the evidence, I realized the true significance of his encounter. Admit- 
tedly, this did not happen until my wife, Joanne, pointed out just how 
significant this startling information truly is. 


Alan Rammer, a professional biologist, sent a letter in response to 
the Aberdeen Daily World newspaper article of July 26, 1987.° At the 
time I did not know the extent of his professional background, and 
admittedly, I did not consider the true significance of his report. 
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Sunday, August 23, 19387 
Dear Jim, 


Here is your survey form as corplete as I can remember. Since this incident 
happened so many years ago only certain aspects are still vivid to me. I didn't 
£111 in some information because I feel it's personal and not important to 
what I have to say. Let the record state I don't smoke, drink or do drugs snd 
am not a religious zealot so what I saw speaks for itself. I hope ic helpa you 
in your efforts and maybe the story repeated again below for your records might 
help your search. I will hold back in Joining your group now because I am over 
extended in my affiliations now. I am so involved in comunity causes and work 
very long hours that there is little time for reading or belonging to many groups 
anyoore. : 
I vas driving home from Aberdeen in November 1979 after an evening of exercising 
at the local health club and shopping. Men's night is Tuceday and Thursday and 
I know this happened before Thanksgiving because I told my friends abour it 
with whon I spent Thanksgiving. I was coming home arourd 6:30 co 9:20 PM and it 
was a very nice evening for fall. There were very high cirrus clouds but you 
could see all the stars for the most part. I was driving cust to vest on State 
Route 105 to Westport through an areca called Markheo. There were two cars in 
front of mz. As I descended from a hill onto the flats of the John's River delta 
1 could see four or five small bright white lighte (round) following a very 
large bright white light. They were just above the tree line flying from the 
soutitwest to the northenat. They were very evenly spaced and at First I thought 
they might be helicopters or planes but they were 30 bright and so close 
together. I would guess they were several miles away fro m me. As we (all three 
cars) we pulicd off the road, I noticed another car which was heading, east 
pull over too. I stayed in my car but sare of the others got out. The lights 
got within a mile or less of ua and then made a sharp left hand turn and headed 
out over Grays Harbor (going north now). They stayed in a line for a chort time 
and while heading for Grays Harbor City area all of a sudden broke up, shot up 
in the skies at all assorted angles and were gone in 4 few seconds. I called 
the local police department when I got home and was informed that some people 
in Grayland had just called and reported lights coming in from off the ocean. 
L called one of the local radio stations and they put a word out to their 
listeners to call in Lf they sav anything. Thac 1s all I ever heard of ic until 
1 saw che article in the paper last month. My drawing is a little off as far 
as how close the objects were before they headed out to the bay. They were 
actually just above the bridge on the hill or back from there. Very hard to judze 
distance at night but I do know nothing was obstruccing their view fram us. I 
can show you exactly where I parked and maybe you can figure out how far meay 
they were when they changed course. 


(4 a 


uncees bh 
(Reon D Kernen) 


Figure 13 Alan Rammer’s Letter 


® The Daily World, Aberdeen, Washington, Sunday, July 26, 1987 UFO 
enthusiasts take new look at 1979 episode by Bryn Beorse, Daily World 
City Editor. 
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DRAW A SIMPLE SKETCH OF THE OBJECT. (Ladel any Lights, colors, protrustons) 
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Figure 12 Alan Rammer’ diagram MUFON report 


He completed a MUFON Sighting report and he drew a basic dia- 
gram of the mysterious lights he observed from the area of John’s 
River, about 3 to4 miles east of the Bay City Bridge on State Route 105. 


I attended the 2007 Las Vegas UFO Crash Retrieval Conference with 
my wife, Joanne. She decided when it was over that she wanted to 
take a close look at the file I kept on the Westport UFO Crash. When 
I met Joanne in 1993, she was the Children’s Librarian for the Tim- 
berland Regional Library System, and I was the Detective Sergeant 
at Aberdeen PD; we were nicknamed Officer Friendly and the Story 
Lady. Part of her duties included providing interesting programs for 
children and young adults. 


One of the most popular programs in the library system was a hands- 
on presentation about the wide variety of sea life in Puget Sound. 
The program presenter was Alan Rammer; he has worked for the last 
25 years on public outreach programs for the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) of Washington State. 
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When Joanne finished reading, she told me Alan Rammer is well 
known as one of the most knowledgeable and well-respected marine 
biologists in the State.? As we discussed the details of his report a 
detail jumped out at me, something previously overlooked. 


I hadn’t realized before that Alan Rammer’s sighting was a separate 
but clearly related event to the Crash at 10:50 PM on Sunday, No- 
vember 25, 1979. His encounter with High Strangeness was in the 
same area, but the next night, not the night of the Crash. 


That is how Alan Rammer became a dinner guest at my home on 
January 18, 2008. He is what any experienced investigator would 
call an ideal witness: he is highly articulate, logical, and very careful 
about the conclusions he draws. He is also consistent over time. 
Further, he did not hesitate to put his name and reputation behind his 
UFO report. 


One of the methods of enhancing the quality of a witness interview 
is go over the events preceding the event that you are really target- 
ing. This makes the description of an event flow in the recollection 
of the witness: if they recall seemingly unrelated activities on the 
date in question, the investigator learns how a witness came to be in 
the right place at the right time. 


Alan Rammer and I looked at a calendar for 1979. He went through 


9 If you want to read a wonderful novel, try the coming-of-age novel The 
Highest Tide by Jim Lynch. One of the main characters in the novel is a 
marine biologist named Professor Kramer; the author, who is from Olympia, 
WA, chose to pattern the professor in his highly successful novel after the 
real-life Alan Rammer, one of the key witnesses in this investigation. 
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his daily routine; he was working out of the Aberdeen DNR office 
and commuting to his home in Westport. On Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, he went to an aerobics class at an Aberdeen health 

club before making the 26-mile drive to Westport along SR-105. 
This meant he would have been near John’s River at about 8:30 to 
9:00 PM. After discussing more details, we were both satisfied his 
sighting had occurred on Monday, November 26,'° the day after the 
Crash. 


His drive was normal until he saw glowing lights coming in a line 
from the direction of Grayland. There was one bright light in the 
front followed by 4 or 5 white spheres of light. The large orb of light 
was three to four times larger than the smaller ones. 


The sight was so strange and spectacular he pulled over to pay closer 
attention. He got out of his car as did the occupants of two other 
vehicles, one driven by a young woman with a baby, and the other 
oy an elderly couple. 


The smaller spheres of light moved erratically around the larger orb. 
Alan Rammer said it reminded him of “a mother hen gathering her 
chicks.” Then the smaller orbs of light shot off in all directions at 

a very high velocity. The last object to leave was the large orb of 
light. It shot off north over the bay and it was gone. Alan Rammer 
described the departure speed of the objects as “fantastic,” faster 
than any known aircraft. Right after the orbs of light departed Alan 


'° According to historical weather data, the visibility at Westport, WA 
between 8 and 9 pm on November 26, 1979 was 3 miles and the temperature 
was 39 degrees. It was 36 degrees at Bowerman Airfield in Hoquiam with 3 
miles’ visibility and some fog forming. 


40 


Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Event 


Rammer and the other motorists spoke briefly, questioning each 
other as to what they had just witnessed. 


He thought at first, they must have been military helicopters, but he 
emphasized nothing conventional can move that erratically or that 
fast. What also stuck in his mind is that although the strange orbs of 
light arrived together, they shot off in all different directions. 


Alan Rammer stated he is certain he witnessed something extraor- 
dinary. He was so convinced he said he stands on what he reported, 
and he stated he was perfectly willing to be identified. It was nothing 
conventional. It may not have been from this world. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


There were numerous witnesses to the arrival of a fiery object from 
the skies in Grays Harbor County, WA on November 25, 1979 at 
about 10:50 PM. 


The unknown object impacted and may have exploded somewhere 
in the Elk River drainage area, possibly in the marshy, mudflats or in 
the adjacent thick forest. 


The unknown object was illuminated in such a spectacular way 
before the crash it attracted the attention of drivers as far as 33 miles 
from the impact location. 


There were probably many more official reports in 1979 than were 
available in 1987 because the files had been purged. 


The official explanation of “helicopter exhaust glow” lacks a factual 
basis and was contradicted by pilots both military and civilian. 
Whatever the true nature of the fiery object, it did not fly like, or 
appear like a helicopter. 


The descriptions given by the witnesses on the highway by Elma, 
Central Park and the Elk River Bridge appear to involve an object 
descending from a high altitude, possibly falling. 


Estella Krussel and Tim Wenzel independently observed the object 
from their residences and commented how the object appeared to be 
“out of power.” Tim Wenzel could not discern a shape or details. 
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On first analysis the observations of Estella Krussel appear inconsis- 
tent with those of the other witnesses. However, it was very apparent 
the event created a powerful memory in the mind of Estella Krussel 
based upon the conviction she expressed when I interviewed her. It 
may also be possible her sense of time was altered by the intensity of 
the event. 


I have encountered witnesses to violent events or survivors of auto- 
mobile crashes who describe a sense of slow motion when they are 
intensely focused on what is occurring. 


The military involvement in the Crash could have originated from 
several bases in the area. Fort Lewis, WA, and McCord AFB are 
adjacent to each other and not far away. A compelling argument 
could be made that the Crash on November 25, 1979 was the result 
of something, a missile or a satellite being accidentally released or 
shot down near these military bases. 


However, no evidence has been located to directly support this 
theory. If Sgt. Robertson was correct in his theory of a Navy SEAL 
response to the Crash, the SEAL team and additional personnel 
could have been sent from the nuclear submarine base at Bangor 
near Bremerton, Washington a distance of 80 miles. 


Given the local culture of the Westport area, where young men 
considered the logging roads to be their home territory, the soldiers 
assigned to secure the Crash Zone may have found it was more of 
a difficult task than they first thought. This might explain why one 
person was politely told that “maneuvers were being conducted in 
the area” and requested to leave, but someone persistent like Andy 
Harnden was told to get out, and if he returned, he would be shot. 
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McChord AFB to 
Crash: 75 miles 
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Figure 14 View looking east from Crash 


After reviewing the statements made about the military presence, 
it appears the retrieval operation was in progress at the time of the 
Crash. I base this on statements by area residents who claim the 
roads were already blocked on Monday morning after the Crash. 


This would also reinforce the conclusion the truth about why the 
Crash was classified, either to avoid a disclosure about classified 
technology, or because the proximity of the Crash to the population 
in and around Westport would have been a public relations nightmare. 


The official denial is meaningless. Secrecy and denial are so com- 
monplace that it is hard to take any official statement seriously. 


When Major Ralph Paduano told the Daily World Reporter, “We ’re 
certainly not guarding anything in the Elk River area,” on December 
14, 1979, 20 days after the Crash, he was being clearly disingenuous, 
almost mocking. 


44 


Westport UFO Crash Retrieval Event 


It’s unfortunate the journalist did not remember the words of 
Benjamin Franklin when he said, “Half the truth is often a great lie.” 


Perhaps a better question for the military would have been: Would 
you tell the public the truth if you did recover something that crashed 
in the Elk River basin? 


If I have convinced the reader to conclude as I have, that there were 
multiple highly credible witnesses to a highly strange event, then 

it appears that whatever crashed by the Elk River may have been 
recovered by the military before it was found by our Visitors, the 
ones whose presence on Earth so fascinates and eludes us at the 
same time. 


I called retired Deputy Sheriff Paul Wenzel as I was finishing this 
book. I asked him if he had any more thoughts on the Elk River 
Crash. He responded, “Same old mystery.” 


Perhaps there is one more witness somewhere who knows exactly 
what crashed on that Sunday night outside of Westport, WA in 
November 1979. Or perhaps someone who can explain who or what 
arrived the next night. For now, it is a mystery that has become a 
Washington legend and the investigation remains open. 
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